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•Understand what community-based Domestic 
Violence Advocates can and cannot do to assist 
(i.e.: confidentiality)  
 
•Teamwork and collaboration with Domestic 
Violence Advocates can help your investigation 
 
•Understand how re-living an incident can re-
traumatize a survivor (victim) 







U.S. Department of Justice indicates that Native American and 
Alaska Native women are more than 2.5 times as likely to be 
raped or sexually assaulted than women in the United States in 
general.  
 
A U.S. Department of Justice study on violence against women 
concluded that 34.1% of American Indian and Alaska Native 
women–more than one in three–will be raped during their 
lifetimes; the comparable figure for women in the United States 
as a whole is less than one in five. 
 
Problems in law enforcement are exacerbated on many tribal 
lands due to insufficient funding, inadequate funding, inadequate 
training, and victims’ trust for outside authority.24 

 
Patricia Tjaden and Nancy Thoennes, U.S. Department of Justice, Full Report of the Prevalence, Incidence, and 
Consequences of Violence Against Women (2000).  
24 U.S. Department of Justice. Violence Against American Indian and Alaska Native Women and the Criminal Justice 
Response: What is known. 2008:9 
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VAWA 

The grantee agrees to comply with the provisions of 42 U.S.C. 

13925(b)(2), nondisclosure of confidential or private 

information, which includes creating and maintaining 

documentation of compliance, such as policies and procedures 

for release of victim information. (Adult, youth, and child 

victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, 

or stalking, and their families receiving services.)  

 

[See Appendix A - Acknowledgement of Notice of Statutory Requirement to 

Comply with the Confidentiality and Privacy Provision of VAWA] 



CTUIR 

SECTION 4.91. VICTIM – ADVOCATE PRIVILEGE A. Except as 

otherwise provided in subsection B., a victim of domestic 

violence may refuse to disclose, and may prevent an advocate, 

elder, or medical provider from disclosing confidential oral 

communications between the victim and that of the advocate, 

and/or any written records or reports of the advocate concerning 

the victim, unless the privilege is waived by: 
  
1. the victim; or  

 
2. the death of the victim.  
 



Oregon 
 

2015 Advocate Privilege: HB 3476: Parts of Bill Effective Now 

Establishes privilege in civil, criminal, administrative and school 

proceedings for certain communications between persons 

seeking services related to domestic violence, sexual assault or 

stalking and victim services programs and advocates. Prohibits 

disclosure of communications without consent of person seeking 

services. 
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2015R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/HB3476/Enrolled 

 



The grantee agrees that grant funds will not support 

activities that compromise victim safety and recovery, such 

as: procedures or policies that exclude victims from receiving 

safe shelter, advocacy services, counseling, and other 

assistance based on their actual or perceived sex, age, 

immigration status, race, religion, sexual orientation, gender 

identity, mental health condition, physical health condition, 

criminal record, work in the sex industry, or the age and/or 

sex of their children; procedures or policies that compromise 

the confidentiality of information and privacy of persons 

receiving OVW-funded services;  



pre-trial diversion programs not approved by OVW or the 

placement of offenders in such programs; mediation, couples 

counseling, family counseling or any other manner of joint 

victim-offender counseling; mandatory counseling for victims, 

penalizing victims who refuse to testify, or promoting 

procedures that would require victims to seek legal sanctions 

against their abusers (e.g., seek a protection order, file formal 

complaint); the placement of perpetrators in anger 

management programs; or any other activities outlined in the 

solicitation under which the approved application was 

submitted. 



• Non Tribal Offenders 
 

• Sentencing 



• MOU, Agreements: 
• State of Oregon 
• Intertribal 
• Sex Offender Registry & Notification Act 



Law Enforcement 
• Victim Recall of Incident (Traumatic memory) 
 
 
Advocate 
• Victim Recall of Incident (Traumatic memory) 
 
 
Prosecution 
• Grand Jury Indictment for Felony 
• Plead – 13 month in prison 
 



 Products produced by groups that have political 
and social power (usually does not include victim, 
UMOC, Tribal Nation) 

 The “universal” or “perfect” person/victim 
created and is set as standard 

 Social status 
 Cultural imposition is obscure 
 Primary vs Predominant 
 Accountability or lack thereof to those we serve – 

this is their life, their experience 
 Time is very different from the eyes of the victim 

and their family to the various systems 
procedures/processes 

 Coercion 
 Historical context of systems and community 

Adapted in part: Problematic Features of Institutions of Social Management, Praxis International 
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Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation 

46411 Ti’Mine Way 
Pendleton, Oregon 97801 

http://www.ctuir.org 
 

Desireé Coyote, Family Violence Services Program Manager 
541-429-7415 

DesireeCoyote@ctuir.org 
 

Dave Williams, Umatilla Tribal Police Department, Community 
Police Officer 

541-278-0551 
DaveWilliams@ctuir.org 
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