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Native American Victim Assistance Programs
The BIA describes the situation this way:
“Native American victim assistance programs currently resemble the 
mainstream victim assistance programs of the 1970’s: little money, few 
staff, no resources and a huge number of victims. Due to a lack of victim 
service programs in Indian Country, there often is little or no response 
to family members of homicide victims, sexual assault victims, child 
abuse victims, and others.” 

“Victim Assistance.” Bureau of Indian Affairs, U.S. Department of the Interior, www.bia.gov/bia/ojs/victim-assistance.
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Objectives
• Conduct a review of victim services in Indian Country

• Identify gaps in victim services in Indian Country

• Develop a report on findings for Office for Victims of Crime, U.S. 
Department of Justice

Methods
• Literature Review

• Data collection from service providers from Mapping Tool

• Existing Grant Programs Review

• Focus groups
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Methods

Online questionnaire regarding organization and available services

Setting
Tribal Resource Mapping Tool

Sample
Victims of Crime Service Providers
Outreach strategy – Email, open online form, conference recruitment, 
and cold calling tribes

Measures

Analysis: Preliminary Data from the Mapping Tool 

Descriptive analysis: numbers and percent of those responding to 
selected questions from the mapping tool available today.
1. Service Areas
2. Populations Served
3. Crime Types Served
4. Service Types Available
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Preliminary Results

N=166 programs as of November 30, 2018

Programs were 
asked to select the 
“most appropriate 

service area for 
where their 

resources were 
available.”

Service Area
National – Services are 

available across the United 
States, including tribal lands

Tribal Nations

County – County wide 
resources only

Local – City wide 
resources only

Multistate – Services 
are available across 

multiple states
1 Program

(1%)

Statewide – Services 
are available 

throughout the state Multicounty – Services are 
available across multiple counties

23 Programs
(14%)

29 Programs
(17%)

29 Programs
(17%)

41 Programs
(25%)

28 Programs
(17%)

15 Programs
(9%)
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Everyone, 
including non 

AI/AN 
populations

124 Programs
(83%)

Only tribal members 
enrolled in a federally 

recognized tribe
11 Programs

(7%)

Any family as long as 
one member is 

enrolled
6 Programs (4%)

Any member or 
descendant

6 Programs (4%)

Victims must provide a Certificate of 
Degree of Indian Blood or Certificate 

of Degree of Alaska Native blood
2 Programs (1%)

“What populations 
are able to access 
the organization’s 

services?”

Service 
Population

N=149/166 programs as of November 30, 2018

N= 160/166 programs as of November 30, 2018

Programs indicated “the types of crime in which the organization is able to 
provide specialized programming.”

Crime Types Served
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N=163/166 programs as of November 30, 2018

Programs Indicated “the types of services the organization is able to provide.” 

Service Types Provided

N=160/ 166 programs as of November 30, 2018
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Service Types Provided
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