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F o r wa r d  
The Pathway To Hope video is a resource for Native people to use to strengthen tribal commu-

nity responses to child victimization and to support community healing from historical and intergen-

erational impacts of child sexual abuse.    Our goal is to have the video used as an educational re-

source for Native communities and to have it presented by individuals who have skills and knowl-

edge that will facilitate discussion and assist Native victims in their healing journey. 

 

This video guidebook is a companion to the “ Pathway to Hope” video.  It focuses on the process 

of healing from sexual abuse through a holistic community perspective.   While treatment and heal-

ing that focuses directly on the individual survivor of child sexual abuse may be helpful in reducing 

symptoms like anxiety or depression, this approach fails to acknowledge the importance of rela-

tionships in Native communities and families.  In Tribal communities and villages, pain can be more 

complex and felt by many, so that the impact of child sexual abuse on the individual is greater be-

cause of the way that people relate to each another.  Therefore, holistic healing for the survivor of 

child sexual abuse often occurs in the larger context of the community. 

 

This guidebook does not hold all the answers.  In fact, in many ways, it asks more questions than it 

answers.  This was done intentionally; with the respect and understanding that each community 

has its own unique history, strengths and challenges.  Many of the answers, therefore, can come 

only from the individuals in each community, and not from any outside provider or trainer.  While 

many issues that may be helpful to discuss relating to child sexual abuse are identified in this re-

source document, these may not be all the issues that need to be addressed.  Each community will 

decide this for themselves. 
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