SUGGESTED PROCEDURES FOR FILING TRIBAL INTERVENTIONS 

IN STATE COURT PROCEEDINGS INVOLVING 

A TRIBAL MEMBER CHILD

NOTE:
These suggestions assume that the attached forms are used.  Tribes may also choose to use other forms as recommended by their legal advisors.  These forms, and this suggested procedure was developed in an attempt to establish some uniformity in the way Tribes, as well as the state agencies deal with Tribal interventions in Indian Child Welfare matters.

DIRECTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE “NOTICE OF INTERVENTION”:

A.
The Court and Judicial District where the matter is being heard – i.e. “Superior Court”; “Third Judicial District”.

B. The Location of the Court.

C. Enter the child’s full name as it appears in the court or OCS documents received by the Tribe.

D. Date of Birth (Child’s).

E. Enter the case number (if unknown, contact the AAG or the clerk of court to get the right case number).

F.
Enter the name of the Tribe, with appropriate identification; i.e. Traditional Council, IRA Council, Native Village of …, etc.

G.
Enter the name of the person who will be representing the Tribe in court hearings, with OCS social workers, the GAL, etc.  This can be the ICWA worker, CHR, Tribal attorney, ICWA specialist at the non-profit, or whomever is most likely to be active with the parties in the case.  It is important to give the name of the person most likely to stay involved as that is where the notices, phone calls, and other mail will be directed.

H.
Indicate the name of the Child’s Tribe (should be the same Tribe that is intervening).

I. Indicate the name of the Child’s Tribe (should be the same Tribe that is    intervening).

J.
Indicate the name of the Child’s Tribe (should be the same Tribe that is intervening).

K.
Indicate the name of the child’s parent who is a member of the Tribe that is intervening.

L.
Indicate the name of the Child’s Tribe (should be the same Tribe that is intervening).

M.
The name of the Tribe that is intervening.

N.
The name of the Tribe that is intervening (2 places).

O. 
The name of the Tribe that is intervening (2 places).

P.
The person identified in Line G as the representative for the Tribe.

Q. Signature of the Tribal Council president or other authorized Tribal leader.

R. Name of the person who signed in Q and their title.

S. The name of the tribe that is intervening.

T. Address, phone and fax number for Tribal Representative.

WHAT GOES WITH THE NOTICE OF INTERVENTION FORM?

1.
Designation of Tribal Representative, signed by appropriate Tribal Council member

2.
Affidavit of Tribal Membership and
3.
Family ancestry Chart, or membership or enrollment verification, or other Tribally generated document that shows status of parent as Tribal member.

4.
Letter to the Clerk of Court with the original documents and the Certificate of Service showing these documents were sent to all parties. 

Prepared by Diane Payne, 4/08/2009

